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PRIVATE DOME CAR TO ST. LOUIS 

APRIL 27-29, 2018 
 

 
Looking for a narrated ride along the old Alton Route en route to Saint Louis? Join us in April! 

This 3-day weekend trip is perfect for rail enthusiasts who are looking for plenty of free time to explore Saint Louis! 
 

(CHICAGO, IL) – All aboard, you history buffs!  Passengers along the 284-mile railroad corridor between 

Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri will have a unique opportunity to see the trackside scenery from a 

historic 1950’s full-length dome car the weekend of April 27-29, 2018. This train will also make stops in 

Summit, Joliet, Dwight, Pontiac, Bloomington-Normal, Lincoln, Springfield, Carlinville, and Alton. This 

excursion, organized by Zephyr Route of St. Charles, Illinois, will feature a volunteer interpretive guide from 

the non-profit 501(c)(3) American Passenger Rail Heritage Foundation Rail Rangers program. Rail Rangers’ 

guide will point out various historic landmarks along the route and provide on-going narration about various 

topics, including the I&M Canal, Route 66, Abraham Lincoln, coal, and the Mississippi River. 

 

While ten Amtrak passenger trains normally operate on 

this line on a daily basis, rarely does on feature a private 

historical rail car that is more than 60 years old and is 

open to the public. All passengers who purchase tickets 

for this excursion will ride in the glass-enclosed dome 

car, which offers great views of the scenic countryside 

as it passes by. Meals on-board the train and two nights 

of overnight accomodations at the St. Louis Union 

Station Hotel are included in the package price.  

 

A trolley tour will also be provided for an extra fee. 

 

This will truly be an unforgettable experience for 

anyone who loves Illinois railroading and history! 



Passengers will ride in a historic 1950’s full-length dome car. All meals served on the train are cooked fresh 

aboard by chefs. Live narration about the historic towns along the old Alton Route will be provided by the 

APRHF Rail Rangers program. Yes, come and experience true First Class service and what “riding the rails” 

was like back in the Golden Age of passenger trains. Regardless of where you get on, this is the perfect way to 

experience Illinois’ “breadbasket” region. 

 

Boarding:  The outbound train will leave Chicago’s Union Station at 9:25am on Friday, April 27, 2018, and 

make stops at Summit (9:48am), Joliet (10:15am), Dwight (10:49am), Pontiac (11:06am), Bloomington-Normal 

(11:39am), Lincoln (12:10pm), Springfield (12:50pm), Carlinville (1:28pm), Alton (1:59pm), and arrive in St. 

Louis at 3:00pm. 

 

Passengers may be able to board at intermediate stations; please inquire with Zephyr Route Tours. 

 

Guests will have approximately 48 hours on their own on Friday late afternoon/evening, all day Saturday, and 

Sunday morning/early afternoon to tour St. Louis and see sites such as the St. Louis Gateway Arch, Old 

Courthouse Museum, Busch Stadium, and many more attractions. An optional group trolley tour of the city will 

also be offered to passengers for a nominal additional fee. 

 

Return Home: On the way home, all passengers will enjoy a complimentary dinner cooked fresh aboard the 

train and dessert.  Enjoy some quiet one-on-one time with our APRHF Rail Rangers Interpretive Guide to ask 

any questions you may have about the route. The inbound train will leave St. Louis’ Gateway Station at 5:30pm 

on Sunday, April 29, 2018, and make stops at Alton (6:17pm), Carlinville (6:45pm), Springfield (7:32pm), 

Lincoln (8:00pm), Bloomington-Normal (8:36pm), Pontiac (9:04pm), Dwight (9:22pm), Joliet (10:02pm), 

Summit (10:27pm), and arrive back in Chicago at 11:10pm. 

 

While the APRHF Rail Rangers will be handling the promotions, narration, and route guides for this trip, all 

pricing and ticketing details will be handled by Zephyr Route. To make your reservation now, please contact: 

 

Mike Abernethy, Zephyr Route President 

227 Sedgewick Circle 

St. Charles, IL 60174 

Phone: (630) 542-3607  (Please call 10AM-9PM CT only) 

E-mail: zephyr360@att.net  Web: www.ZephyrRoute.com 

 
When making reservations or an inquiry about a trip, please mention that you heard about the excursion through 

the APRHF Rail Rangers program. Inquire above for pricing; prices vary depending on city pairs. 

 

 

 

 

In conjunction with this trip, the APRHF Rail Rangers have released a 102-page 

railroad route guidebook for the train route between Chicago and St. Louis. 

“Outside the Rails: A Rail Route Guide from Chicago to St. Louis, MO” details 

interesting facts about all of the trackside towns seen along the way. Copies are 

available for $20 (+ S&H) through the website www.MidwestRails.com. This 

serves as a major fundraiser for the non-profit APRHF Rail Rangers program. 

 

For more information about the Rail Rangers, please contact Executive Director 

Robert Tabern at railrangers@rtabern.com or (847) 271-1979. 
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